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Courses for B.A. (Hons) Political Science for Semester - 11

Paper III - Political Theory-Concepts and Debates
2.1)
Core Course - (CC) Credit:6

Course Objective

This course will familiarize students with the basic normative concepts in political theory and
encourage them to understand how they manifest in social practices. The course will also help
students learn how we make use of these concepts in organizing our social living.

Course Learning Outcomes
After completing the course, the learner will be able to:
e Understand the dimensions of shared living (sociare) through these political values and
concepts.
e Appreciate how these values and concepts enrich the discourses of political life,
sharpening their analytical skills in the process.

Unit 1
Freedom (3 weeks)
a) Liberty: Negative and Positive
b) Freedom, Emancipation, Swaraj
Debate: Free speech, expression and dissent

Unit 2

Equality (2 weeks)
a) Equality of opportunity and Equality of Outcome
b) Egalitarianism: Background inequalities and differential treatment
Debate: Affirmative action

Unit 3
Justice (2 weeks)
a) Justice: Procedural and Substantive
b) Rawls and his critics
Debate: Scope of Justice — National vs Global



Unit 4
Rights (2 weeks)
a) Rights: Natural, Moral and Legal
b) Rights and Obligations
Debate: Human Rights - Universalism or Cultural Relativism

Unit 5
Democracy (3 weeks)
a) Democracy: Idea and Practice
b) Liberal Democracy and its critics
¢) Multiculturalism and Toleration
Debate: Representation vs participation
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Teaching Learning Process

The teaching-learning process for this course would involve class lectures, class discussion, class
presentation, debates on contemporary issues and relevant cases. Teaching would also involve
methods like power point and film screening.

Assessment Methods

Students will be assessed at different stages during the course learning process. After completing
every unit, they will be asked to take part in group discussions on any one important event or
issue relevant for that unit. They will also do one presentation and one assignment.

Keywords
Freedom, liberty, equality, egalitarianism, justice, rights, democracy

Paper IV- Political Process in India
2.2)
Core Course - (CC) Credit:6

Course Objective

An understanding of the political process in India calls for a mode of analysis, which takes into
consideration social and economic relations in society, and the manner in which they impact
upon and are shaped by the institutional frameworks of politics. This course equips students with
the tools of studying the political process in India by looking at the relationship between the
components of the political system, the social and economic contexts in which they unfold, and
the democratic values that they seek to achieve.



Course Learning Outcomes
At the end of the course students shall:
e gain insights into the interconnections between social and economic relations and the
political process in India.
e understand the challenges arising due to caste, class, gender and religious diversities and
also analyse the changing nature of the Indian state in the light of these diversities.
¢ make sense of the specificities of the political processes in India in the light of changes of
the state practices, electoral system, representational forms and electoral behaviour.

Unit 1

Political Parties and the Party System

National Parties and State Parties; Trends in the Party System: From the Congress System to
Multi-Party Coalitions

Unit 2

Elections and Electoral Processes

Electoral Process, Representation and social determinants of voting behaviour; Election
Commission and Electoral Reforms

Unit 3
Religion and Politics
Debates on Secularism and Communalism

Unit 4

Caste and Politics

Caste in Politics and the Politicisation of Caste; Intersectionality of Caste, Class and Gender,
reservation and affirmative action policies

Unit 5

Tribes and Politics

Policies and Challenges: Fifth and Sixth Schedules; Forest Rights Act; Development and Issues
of Displacement

Unit 6
The Changing Nature of the Indian State

Developmental, Welfare and Coercive Dimensions
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Teaching Learning Process

This course engages the students in detailed discussion on the evolution of the party system in
India from era of one-party dominance to multi-party coalitions and the trends for the future
party system in the context of verdict of 2014 and 2019 General elections. There will be
interactive lectures on various determinants of voting behaviour. It also enables students to
understand the varied political processes in India the interplay of religion and politics, caste and
politics. It also gives the students the insights on the changing nature of the Indian state and
analyse the varied dimensions of Indian state- developmental, welfare and coercive dimensions.

Assessment Methods

Students will be assessed on continuous basis followed by end term examination. Internal
assessment will be conducted at the end of each unit which may include term papers and
assignments. Students will be assessed on the basis of their reflexive thinking and engagement
with peers and group discussion. Students will be evaluated on the basis of their participation in
extra and co-curricular activities. Before the end term examination, students will be required to
submit a critical review of any book or a film that relates to any one unit of the syllabus.

Keywords
Caste, Party System, Religion, Reservation, Tribes, State, Voting Behaviour, Welfare, Women

GE1 - Nationalism in India
(B.1)
Generic Elective - (GE) Credit:6

Course Objective

The course aims to help students understand nationalism in India in the specific historical context
of the struggles against colonial rule in India. It looks at nationalism as from different theoretical
perspectives to emphasize its different dimensions both as a movement and ideology. The course
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begins by looking at the responses to colonial dominance in the nineteenth century, and traces
the development of the anti-colonial struggle up to the mid-20th century paying attention to its
social composition and different modalities through which nationalist resistance was mobilized
and consolidated. It focuses subsequently, on the events leading to the Partition and
independence in 1947. In the process, the course also tries to focus on the various tensions and
contradictions within the discourse on nationalism and its engagement with the questions of
caste, class, gender and gender.

Course Learning Outcomes
On successful completion of the course, students would be able to:
e Gain an understanding of the different theoretical perspectives on the emergence and
development of nationalism in India
e Demonstrate knowledge of the historical trajectory of the development of the nationalist
movement in India, with specific focus on its different phases
e Understand the contribution of various social movements in the anti-colonial struggle

e Demonstrate awareness of the history of partition and the moment of independence that
followed

Unit 1
Approaches to the Study of Nationalism in India (8 lectures)
Nationalist, Imperialist, Marxist, and Subaltern Interpretations

Unit 2
Reformism and Anti-Reformism in the Nineteenth Century (8 lectures)
Major Social and Religious Movements in 19th century

Unit 3

Nationalist Politics and Expansion of its Social Base (18 lectures)

a. Phases of Nationalist Movement: Liberal Constitutionalists, Swadeshi and the Radicals;
Beginning of Constitutionalism in India

b. Gandhi and Mass Mobilisation: Non-Cooperation Movement, Civil Disobedience Movement,
and Quit India Movement

c. Socialist Alternatives: Congress Socialists, Communists

Unit 4

Social Movements (8 lectures)

a. The Women’s Question: Participation in the National Movement and its Impact
b. The Caste Question: Anti-Brahmanical Politics

c. Peasant, Tribals and Workers Movements
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Unit 5

Partition and Independence (6 lectures)

a. Communalism in Indian Politics

b. The Two-Nation Theory, Negotiations over Partition
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IV. Social Movements

S. Bandopadhyay, (2004) From Plassey to Partition: A history of Modern India. New Delhi:
Orient Longman, pp. 342-357, 369-381.

G. Shah, (2002) Social Movements and the State, New Delhi: Sage, pp. 13-31

V. Partition and Independence

A. Jalal, and S. Bose, (1997) Modern South Asia: History, Culture, and Political Economy. New
Delhi: Oxford University Press, pp. 135-156.

A. Nandy, (2005) Rashtravad banam Deshbhakti Translated by A. Dubey, New Delhi: Vani
Prakashan. pp. 23-33. [The original essay in English is from A. Nandy, (1994) New Delhi:
Oxford University Press, pp. 1-8.]

Additional Resources:

B. Chakrabarty and R. Pandey, (2010) Modern Indian Political Thought, New Delhi: Sage
Publications.

P. Chatterjee, (1993) The Nation and its Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories, New
Delhi: Oxford University Press.

R. Pradhan, (2008) Raj to Swaraj, New Delhi: Macmillan (Available in Hindi).

16



S. Islam, (2006) Bharat Mein Algaovaad aur Dharm, New Delhi: Vani Prakashan.

Teaching Learning Process

Students will have interactive lectures on the struggle of Indian people against colonialism. It
seeks to achieve this understanding by looking at this struggle from different theoretical
perspectives that highlight its different dimensions. The course begins discussion on the
nineteenth century Indian responses to colonial dominance in the form of reformism and its
criticism and continues through various phases up to the events leading to the Partition and
Independence. In the process, the students engage with detailed discussion on various conflicts
and contradictions by focusing on its different dimensions: communalism, class struggle, caste
and gender questions.

Assessment Methods

Students will be assessed on continuous basis followed by end term examination. Internal
assessment will be conducted at the end of each unit which may include assignments, class
presentations and viva-voce. Students will be assessed on the basis of their ability to think
critically. Students will be required to submit a critical review of any book or a film that relates
to any one unit of the syllabus before end term examination.

Keywords
Caste, Communalism, Colonialism, Dominance, Gender, Partition, Peasants Nationalism,
Struggle, Workers

GE2 - Contemporary Political Economy
(B.2)
Generic Elective - (GE) Credit:6

Course Objective
Given the growing recognition worldwide of the importance of the political economy approach
to the study of global order, this course has the following objectives:

e To familiarize the students with the different theoretical approaches

e To give a brief overview of the history of the evolution of the modern capitalist world;

e To highlight the important contemporary problems, issues and debates on how these
should be addressed.

Course Learning Outcomes
e The students will learn about diverse approaches to international political economy.
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e The study of role of international organization in transforming the world economy will
equip the students to understand the process of evolution of capitalism.

e Insights into issues and contentions of development and perspectives on globalization
will augment students’ ability to assess its impact on culture, environment, military-
security dimensions and traditional knowledge systems.

e The paper will enable students to comprehend contemporary dilemmas in the socio-
political, gender and ethnic domains.

Unit 1

Approaches to Political Economy (15 Lectures)
a) Classical Liberalism

b) Marxism

c) Welfarism

d) Neo-liberalism

e) Gandhian approach

Unit 2

Capitalist Transformation (14 Lectures)

a) European Feudalism and Transition to Capitalism

b) Globalization: Transnational Corporations, World Trade Organization, International Non-
governmental Organizations (their role in development)

Unit 3

Issues in Development (15 Lectures)
a) Culture

b) Environment

c) Knowledge Economy

Unit 4

Globalization and Development Dilemmas (16 Lectures)
a) Artificial Intelligence

b) Gender

¢) Racial and Ethnic Problems

d) Migration
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Additional Resources:
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Additional Readings
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Teaching Learning Process

The course titled 2. Contemporary Political Economy under Generic Elective (Interdisciplinary)
of the CBCS, B. A. (Hons.) Political Science aims to familiarize the students with the various
dimensions involved in the contemporary global economy. The teaching learning process will go
beyond the classroom lectures and presentation by engaging internet sources to follow the
market trends. The lectures will be highly interactive whereas the students will be encouraged to
follow the daily market trends. To enhance the cognitive ability of the students, group
discussions will be organized to make the students understand the impact of any changes in the
global economy on the society.

Assessment Methods
The students will be assessed according to their performance in their internal assessment exam
and end semester exam. However, the students will be also assessed according to their

performance in group discussions. Weekly quiz and tests will be also the mode of assessment.

Keywords
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Approaches to Political Economy, Development Debates, Development vs. Environment,
Knowledge Economy, Globalization and Development

GE3 - Women, Power and Politics
(B.3)
Generic Elective - (GE) Credit:6

Course Objective

This course opens up the question of women’s agency, taking it beyond ‘women’s
empowerment’ and focusing on women as radical social agents. It attempts to question the
complicity of social structures and relations in gender inequality. This is extended to cover new
forms of precarious work and labour under the new economy.

Course Learning Outcomes
After completing this course the students will be able to:
e Understand the concept of patriarchy, feminism, family, community and state
e Understand the history of women’s movement and why these movements emerged, and
hence would be able to connect theory and practice.

Unit 1
Groundings (6 weeks)
1. Patriarchy (2weeks)
a. Sex-Gender Debates
b. Public and Private
c. Power
2. Feminism (2 weeks)
3. Family, Community, State (2weeks)
a. Family
b. Community
c. State

Unit 2

Movements and Issues (6 weeks)
1. History of the Women’s Movement in India (2 weeks)
2. Violence against women (2 weeks)
3. Work and Labour (2 weeks)
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a. Visible and Invisible work
b. Reproductive and care work
c. Sex work
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Teaching Learning Process

The teaching-learning process for this course would involve class lectures, class discussion, class
presentation, debates on contemporary issues and relevant cases. Teaching would also involve
methods like power point and film screening.

Assessment Methods

Students will be assessed at different stages during the course learning process. After completing
every unit they will be asked to take part in group discussions on any one important event or
issue relevant for that unit. They will also do one presentation and one assignment.

Keywords
patriarchy, feminism, family, community, power, state, movement

GE4 - Gandhi and the Contemporary World
(B.4)
Generic Elective - (GE) Credit:6

Course Objective

Locating Gandhi in a global frame, the course seeks to elaborate Gandhian thought and examine
its practical implications. It will introduce students to key instances of Gandhi’s continuing
influence right up to the contemporary period and enable them to critically evaluate his legacy.

Course Learning Outcomes

This course will help students to understand Gandhian philosophy in a critical and analytical
manner. It will also help in describing the impact of Gandhian thought on Indian and global
politics. It will help in identifying and explaining selected approaches and methods that
historians have used to study the history of anti-colonial Indian politics.
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Unit 1

Gandhi on Modern Civilization and Ethics of Development (2 weeks)
a. Conception of Modern Civilisation and Alternative Modernity

b. Critique of Development: Narmada Bachao Andolan

Unit 2

Gandhian Thought: Theory and Action (4 weeks)

a. Theory of Satyagraha

b. Satyagraha in Action

1. Peasant Satyagraha: Kheda and the Idea of Trusteeship
ii. Temple Entry and Critique of Caste

iii. Social Harmony: 1947and Communal Unity

Unit 3

Gandhi’s Legacy (4 weeks)

a) Tolerance: Anti - Racism Movements (Anti - Apartheid and Martin Luther King)
b) The Pacifist Movement

¢) Women’s Movements

d) Gandhigiri: Perceptions in Popular Culture

Unit 4

Gandhi and the Idea of Political (2 weeks)
a) Swaraj

b) Swadeshi
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Teaching Learning Process

The mainstay of this paper is to make students understanding the contemporary relevance of
Gandhi. This will thereby involve use of Gandhi’s Original works and how Gandhian ideas are
been used by practitioners.

Activities
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Topic 1

1. Reading of primary texts:- M K Gandhi Chapter VI and XIII “ Hind Swaraj” Navjeevan Trust,
Ahmedabad, 1910

2. A site visit to any on-going developmental project preferably in NCT Delhi by students and
submission of report on Environmental law Violation and Resistance by People in a Gandhian
Way.

Topic 2

1. Reading of primary texts:- M K Gandhi Chapter XII&XIII, “ Satyagraha in South Africa,
Navjivan Trust, Ahmmedabad, 1928, pp. 95-107

2. A Report followed by presentation on functioning of Cooperative and Community
engagement for example Amuland/or SEWA in Gujarat to understand Trusteeship and its
relevance

Topic 3

1. Movie Screenings (Movies like Lage Raho Munna Bhai, Gandhi by Richard Attenboroughand
Student’s Participation in reviewing/discussing the movie from a Gandhian perspective or
Cultural engagement of Students with Gandhian Ideas through Staging of a street play.

Topic 4

Student Visit to Any Gandhian Institution in Delhi like, Gandhi Darshan and Smiriti to
understand on-going Gandhian work and programme and interacting with Gandhian activists.

Assessment Methods

Film/Documentary review and group discussions will be used to understand the critical mindset
of individual students. Field work can be undertaken in areas where Gandhian methods are being
used to attain justice. These visits can be translated to working paper of group under the
guidance of course instructors.

Keywords
Gandhi, Swaraj, Modern Civilization, Tolerance, Social Harmony

GES - Understanding Ambedkar
(B.5)
Generic Elective - (GE) Credit:6

Course Objective

This course is broadly intended to introduce Ambedkar’s ideas and their relevance in
contemporary India, by looking beyond caste. Ambedkar’s philosophical contributions towards
Indian economy and class question, sociological interpretations on religion, gender, caste and
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cultural issues; ideas on politics such as concepts of nation, state, democracy, law and
constitutionalism are to be pedagogically interrogated and interpreted. This will help students to
critically engage themselves with the existing social concerns, state and economic structures and
other institutional mechanisms. This also will facilitate them to strengthen their creative thinking
with a collective approach to understand ongoing social, political, cultural and economic issues
of the society.

Course Learning Outcomes

The course is designed to provide students the original writings and ideas of Ambedkar on
diverse issues beyond caste and equip them to critically engage with the ideas, interpretations.
By engaging with the original sources as well as secondary writings on Ambedkar’s ideas that
cover, caste, class, gender, religion, state, democracy and constitution the students will be able to
understand a thinker in the context and contemporaneity. At the end of the course, students shall
be equipped with the method of understanding the ideas, philosophy and relevance of a particular
thinker. Students shall also be able to reflect on the method of the thinker’s engagement with the
then context, issues and concepts. Finally, the students shall be equipped in understanding the
conceptual and philosophical diversity, situatedness and significance of Ambedkar beyond his
contribution in the sphere of social justice and drafting the Indian constitution. The course thus
provides an opportunity to the students to understand Ambedkar for his several important
contributions in the field of religion, state, democracy, gender, economy and history.

Unit 1
Introducing Ambedkar (1 week)
Approach to Study Polity, History, Economy, Religion and Society

Unit 2

Caste and Religion (3 weeks)

a. Caste, Untouchability and Critique of Hindu Social Order
b. Religion and Conversion

Unit 3

Women’s Question (2 weeks)

a. Rise and Fall of Hindu Women
b. Hindu Code Bill

Unit 4

Political Vision (2 weeks)

a. Nation and Nationalism

b. Democracy and Citizenship
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Unit 5

Constitutionalism (2 weeks)

a. Rights and Representations

b. Constitution as an Instrument of Social Transformation

Unit 6

Economy and Class Question (2 weeks)
a. Planning and Development

b. Land and Labour
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Teaching Learning Process

This will involve acquainting the students with excerpts of Ambedkar’s original writing collected
in various volumes. The focus of class lecture would be on one hand to locate Ambedkar’s
Thought in the context of his times and on the other hand to understand the influences on him
that had made him dream of a equitable world. Serial Samvidhan could be used as an audio-
visual aid to understand Ambedkar and his contemporary vision on important issues especially
his speech that was delivered during adoption of constitution. Filed visit to Ambedkar memorial
or Mumbai to celebrate Mahparnivaran diwas can further augment students understanding of
continuing relevance of Ambedkar in present times.

Format for Student Presentations

(1) Five presentations on any original writing/speeches by B. R Ambedkar can be used by the
students for presentations (Preferably other than compulsory writings that has been suggested in
the reading list)

(2) Six Presentations on the different issues concerned to Ambedkar’s works and their relevance
in contemporary India. (Preferably other than compulsory writings that has been suggested in the
reading list)

(3) One Presentation on Critical understanding on Ambedkar’s Ideas.
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References for Students’ Presentations:

1) Babasaheb Ambedkar, Writings and Speeches, 22 Volumes (Available on
www.ambedkar.org)

2) Narendra Jadhav, Ambedkar Spoke, 3 Volumes

3) Any other related audio-visual source

Assessment Methods
Reflective and critical test will form the mainstay of assessment for this paper. Quiz and group
presentations will further be used to analysis students Understanding of Ambedkar’s views.

Keywords
Ambedkar, Religion, Constitutionalism, Women, Justice, Equality

GE6 - Governance: Issues and Challenges
(B.6)
Generic Elective - (GE) Credit:6

Course Objective

This paper deals with concepts and different dimensions of governance highlighting the major
debates in the contemporary times. There is a need to understand the importance of the concept
of governance in the context of a globalising world, environment, administration, development.
The essence of governance is explored through the various good governance initiatives
introduced in India.

Course Learning Outcomes
e The students are acquainted with the changing nature of governance in the era of
globalization.
e The students are introduced to the most contemporary ideas of sustainable development
and green governance.
e The students become familiar with a rigorous introduction to the best practices in India
on good governance.

Unit 1

Government and Governance: Concepts [ 12 lectures |
a) Role of State in The Era of Globalisation
b) State, Market and Civil Society

Unit 2
Governance and Development [ 12 lectures |
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Changing Dimensions of Development Strengthening Democracy through Good Governance

Unit 3
Environmental Governance [ 12 lectures |
a) Human-Environment Interaction
b) Green Governance: Sustainable Human Development

Unit 4
Local Governance | 12 lectures |
a) Democratic Decentralisation
b) People's Participation in Governance

Unit 5
Good Governance Initiatives in India: Best Practices [20 lectures]
a) Public Service Delivery
b) Electronic Governance
c) Citizens Charter & Right to Information
d) Corporate Social Responsibility
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Teaching Learning Process

The General Elective course titled, Governance: Issues and Challenges in CBCS programme aim
to engage the students in the classroom by following the 6 E's and S (Engage, Explore, Explain,
Elaborate, Evaluate, Extend, and Standards) strategy. The lesson plan is designed to continually
engage students to add/ construct new knowledge in combination with the existing knowledge.
Teachers give the lecture to introduce the concepts, process and incorporate the skills in students
to probe the ‘essential question’ which every unit comes with forming the basis of enquiry.
Critical thinking and cooperative learning is another teaching learning tool used in this course to
engage students to learn together in a group promoting a climate of deliberation, discussion, and
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knowledge sharing. This is crucial since this paper deals with a topic like sustainable
development, green governance which requires active participation from civil society, academia,
students, bureaucracy, politics, etc. Power Point Presentation, audio visual methods like
documentary screening are significant in this course to engage the students with real life
globalized scenarios.

Assessment Methods

This course has a scope of undertaking field studies to understand the globalized discourse using
contextual, theoretical, grounded, mixed method approach. The students will be evaluated on the
written semester examination. Internal examination can be assessed on various parameters like
project/ article/ term paper/ group presentation/ field work. Additionally, students reflective and
cognitive thinking will be assessed by the contribution they make in classroom discussions and
group projects.

Keywords
Good Governance, Green Governance, Democratic Decentralisation, Public Service Delivery, E-
Governance, RTI, Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)

GET7 - Politics of Globalization
(B.7)
Generic Elective - (GE) Credit:6

Course Objective

The objective of this generic elective paper is to make students from diverse background
understand the process of globalization from a political perspective. This paper will create a
broad understanding of the issues and processes globalization based on critical analysis of the
various anchors and dimensions of globalization.

Course Learning Outcomes

e The students will learn about the nature, significance and contemporary debates around
globalization.

e The study of various approaches and concepts of globalization and the role of
international economic organizations will augment students’ knowledge on international
political economy.

e The course will provide an insight into the alternative understanding of globalization and
various critical aspects related to it.
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e The paper will equip students with a comprehensive knowledge of the impact of
globalization on developing countries in the context of contemporary international issues
like civil society, social movements and human migration.

Unit 1
Concept of Globalization: Globalization debate; for and against.

Unit 2

Approaches to understanding globalization:
a) Liberal approach
b) Radical approach

Unit 3

International Institutions/Regimes
a) World Bank
b) International Monetary Fund
c) The World Trade Organization

Unit 4

Issues in Globalization:

Alternative Perspectives on its nature and character, critical dimensions: economic, political and
cultural

Unit 5
Globalization and democracy: State, sovereignty and the civil society.

Unit 6

Globalization and Politics in developing countries
a) Globalization and social movements
b) Globalization and the demise of Nation State
c¢) Globalization and human migration

Unit 7
The inevitability of globalization: Domestic and Global responses

References
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Press.
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Bernard Hoelkman and Michel Kostecki, the Political Economy of the World Trading System:
From GATT to WTO, New York, OUP.

Arjun Appadurai, (1996), Modernity at Large: Cultural Dimensions of Globalisation, University
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Deepak Nayyar (ed.) (2002), Governing Globalization: Issues and Institutions, Oxford
University Press.

Held, David and Anthony Mc grew (ed.), (2003), The Global Transformation Reader: An
introduction to the Globalization Debate, 2nd Cambridge, Polity Press, Blackwell Publishing.
Joseph E Stiglitz, (2002), Globalisation and its Discontents, US, W.W. Norton and Company.
Noreena Hertz, (2000), The silent take over: Global Capitalism and the death of Democracy,
Praeger.

Nye Joseph S and John D. Donanu (ed.) (2000) Governance in a Globalizing World, Washington
dc, Brooking Institution Press.

Tyler Cowen, (2000) Creative Destruction: How Globalization is changing the world’s culture,
New Jersey, Princeton University Press.
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Teaching Learning Process

The Course titled 7. Politics of Globalization under Generic Elective (Interdisciplinary) in
CBCS, B.A. (Hons.) Political Science aims to acquaint the students about various nuances of
globalization. Therefor the teaching learning process will help students acquaint with the
linkages between theory and practice. The students will be engaged in classroom lectures with
power-point presentations. Short documentary or relevant videos will be screened. This will be
followed by group discussions and debate. To inculcate criticality among the student’s
contemporary issues will be discussed. Students will be also familiarized with contemporary
jargons and issues.

Assessment Methods

The students will be assessed according to their performance in internal exam and end semester
exam. Besides, students will also be assessed according to their performance in class discussions.
Students will be given take home tests and will be encouraged to make presentations.

Keywords
Globalization, Migration, World Bank, IMF, WTO, Global South

GES - United Nations and Global Conflicts
(B.8)
Generic Elective - (GE) Credit:6

Course Objective

This course provides a comprehensive introduction to the most important multilateral political
organization in international relations. It provides a detailed account of the organizational
structure and the political processes of the UN, and how it has evolved since 1945, especially in
terms of dealing with the major global conflicts. The course imparts a critical understanding of
the UN’s performance until now and the imperatives as well as processes of reforming the
organization in the context of the contemporary global system.

Course Learning Outcomes
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Unit 1

The students will learn about the evolution of United Nations as an international
organization, its principles and institutional structure.

The course will develop an in depth understanding of United Nations role in peace
keeping and peace building since the Second World War.

Students will learn about major global conflicts and United Nations role in conflict
management.

The paper will evolve analytical skills of the students on United Nations role in creating
an equitable social economic world order.

The course will assess United Nations contributions and shortcomings in maintaining
international peace and security.

The paper will enhance knowledge on the imperatives of reforming the organization in
contemporary global system.

The United Nations (29 Lectures)

Unit 2

(a) An Historical Overview of the United Nations

(b) Principles and Objectives

(c) Structures and Functions: General Assembly; Security Council, and Economic
and Social Council; the International Court of Justice, and the specialised

agencies (International Labour Organisation [ILO], United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organisation [UNESCO], World Health Organisation [WHO],
and UN programmes and funds: United Nations Children’s Fund *UNICEF+, United
Nations Development Programme [UNDP], United Nations Environment Programme
[UNEP], UN Women, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [UNHCR]),
Critical Asssessment of Secretary General

(d) Peace Keeping, Peace Making and Enforcement, Peace Building and Responsibility
to Protect

(e) Millennium Development Goals

Major Global Conflicts since the Second World War (20 Lectures)

Unit 3

(a) Korean War

(b) Vietnam War

(c) Afghanistan Wars

(d) Balkans: Serbia and Bosnia

Assessment of the United Nations as an International Organisation: Imperatives
of Reforms and the Process of Reforms (11 Lectures)
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Teaching Learning Process

The course titled United Nations and Global Conflicts under Generic Elective (Interdisciplinary)
in CBCS, B.A. (Hons.) Political Science aims to acquaint students about the role and nature of
United Nations. Therefore, the teaching learning process will involve classroom lectures with
power-point presentation. The students will be engaged in group discussions and debate. To
make the students better understand the function and decision-making process of the United
Nations, mock sessions of United Nations will be enacted. In addition to this academicians and
practitioner of international relations will be engaged to deliver lectures to the students.

Assessment Methods
The students will be assessed according to their performance in internal assessment exam and
end semester exam. Besides this conventional approach, students will be assessed according to

their performance in mock sessions. Surprise tests will also be a mode of assessment.

Keywords
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United Nations, UNGA, UNSC, UNHCR, Peace Keeping, R2P, MDG, Korean War, Vietnam
War
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